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INTRODUCTION 
A priority preference survey is a technique that enables citizens to evaluate a comprehensive 
listing of topics and issues to indicate their level of priority or importance.  A priority preference 
survey was conducted during a Dover Borough/Dover Township Joint Comprehensive Plan 
Public Meeting on March 28, 2006.  All meeting attendees were urged to participate in this 
activity.  The following includes input methodology, a summary of preferences of issues by topic 
and interpretation of results. 
 
INPUT METHODOLOGY 
JMT prepared a listing of topics corresponding to the areas of concern outlined in the request 
for proposals for the plan as well as topics typically addressed through a comprehensive 
planning effort as outlined in the Municipalities Planning Code (MPC).  Issues identified by the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan Advisory Committee (JCPAC) were organized by topic.  Each 
member of the community participating in the public meeting received a set of dots.  Each dot 
was assigned a level of priority.  Each member was asked to review the listing of topics and 
issues and assign as many dots based upon their thoughts about level of importance of issues.  
Priority levels corresponding to various colors of dots used in this activity are described in the 
section discussing interpretation of results. 
 
SUMMARY OF PREFERENCES OF ISSUES BY TOPIC 
A summary of priority preferences with respect to a wide array of community issues organized 
by topics such as population, housing, land use, historic preservation, water and sewer, 
stormwater management, transportation, community facilities and services, economic profile 
and utilities is depicted on the following table.  The various issues organized by these topics 
were presented at the public meeting so that participants could identify their individual 
preferences with respect to priority of importance.  The results will be utilized to focus study 
efforts and strategy development throughout the comprehensive planning process. 
 
INTERPRETATION OF RESULTS 
The priority results table, depicted on the next page, presents the results of the priority 
preference survey, where color dots were considered to have the following priority assignment; 
Red – high priority and a value of 4, Green – medium high priority and a value of 3, Blue – 
medium priority and a value of 2, and Yellow – low priority and a value of 1.  The following 
describe some of the columns in the table and how they can be interpreted.  The “Average Dot 
Value” column describes the average value of the topic or issue using dot numeric values (Red 
= 4, Green = 3, Blue = 2, and Yellow =1).  The “Dot” Total column indicates the total number of 
dots placed per topic or issue.  The “Total Dots” row at the bottom of the table indicates the 
total number of dots placed by priority (dot color).  The “Dot Total as a Percent of Total Dots” 
row is used to assist with establishing the Potential Rank column.  A color value within any row, 
is an indication that the value is greater than or equal to percentages listed in the “Dot Total as a 
Percent of Total Dots” row.   
 
For example, given row “School Growth with associated tax burden”, the average dot value is 
3.64 or high (as the highest average is 4.0), there were 9 red dots, 5 green dots, 0 blue dots, 
and 0 yellow dots for total of 14 dots.  Since the value 9 is shaded red, it is an indication that the 
number of red dots is greater than 50.7% of the total red dots placed for that topic, and since the 
value 5 is shaded green, it is an indication that the number of green dots placed for this topic is 
greater than 19.5% of the total dots placed for this topic.  The “trigger” percentages for whether 
a value is shaded are based on the values in the “Dot Total as a Percent of Total Dots” row.       
 
 



Potential Rank 
by Topic / Issue

NEW 
RANK? Topic / Issue

Average 
"Dot" 
Value Red Green Blue Yellow

"Dot" 
Total

Population

1 School Growth with associated tax burden 3.64 9 5 0 0 14
1 Significant Population Growth within the Township 3.86 6 1 0 0 7
2 Must meet the needs of all citizens 3.00 2 7 0 1 10
3 Decline of population in the borough 1.86 0 1 4 2 7

Housing

1 Rehabilitate housing in declining neighborhoods 3.63 5 3 0 0 8
1 Need to increase housing values 2.75 4 1 0 3 8
2 Too many rental units in the Borough 2.78 4 2 0 3 9
2 Meet housing needs of all income levels 2.20 1 0 3 1 5
2 Too much high density residential development 2.91 5 3 0 3 11
3 Conservation of sound housing 2.00 0 0 3 0 3

Land Use

1 Protection of Agricultural and Conservation Districts 3.87 26 4 0 0 30

1 Land use regulations consistency (TWP and Borough) 4.00 15 0 0 0 15

1
Controlling the quality and quantity of residential 
development 4.00 14 0 0 0 14

1 Promote commercial and industrial development 3.33 8 2 0 2 12

2 Manage growth to preserve and protect natural resources 3.13 7 5 1 2 15

2 Preserve and enhance Borough and village lifestyles 3.27 4 6 1 0 11
2 Impacts of large scale development 3.00 4 4 4 0 12

3
Establish a designated growth area to meet current and 
future needs 2.10 3 0 2 5 10

Historic Preservation

3 Preserve historic resources and region's heritage 2.87 7 2 3 3 15

Water and Sewer

1 Adequate supply and protection of water resources 3.70 8 1 1 0 10
2 Inflow and infiltration problems (sewer facilities) 3.40 3 1 1 0 5
2 Watershed protection 3.00 2 1 2 0 5
2 Improve and expand water and sewer facilities 2.40 1 0 4 0 5
3 On-lot systems in rural areas (water and sewer) 2.20 1 0 3 1 5
3 Sewage management 3.00 1 0 1 0 2
3 Compliance with DEP regulations 1.67 0 1 2 3 6

Stormwater Management

2 Provide adequate stormwater controls 1.80 0 1 2 2 5

3 Management to protect groundwater and surface water 3.00 4 1 4 0 9

Transportation Average

1 Improve traffic control, safety and flow 3.25 7 2 2 1 12
2 Traffic problem areas and traffic safety issues 3.23 6 4 3 0 13
3 Railroad service is not within the study area 1.00 0 0 0 4 4

Community Facilities and Services

1 Adequate police, fire and emergency services 3.50 5 5 0 0 10
2 Coordination of services and sharing facilities 3.20 3 0 2 0 5
3 Recreation needs of all citizens for all ages 1.25 0 1 0 7 8
3 Adequate types of recreation facilities 1.40 0 0 2 3 5

Economic Profile Average

1 School growth with associated tax burden 3.70 7 3 0 0 10
1 Promote commercial and industrial development 3.29 5 0 1 1 7

2 Assessment to identify types of economic development 2.33 1 0 1 1 3
3 No rail access within the study area 1.25 0 1 0 7 8

Utilities

1 Adequate facilities to meet needs 3.67 4 2 0 0 6

Total Dots 182 70 52 55 359
Dot Total as a Percent of Total Dots 50.0% 20.0% 15.0% 15.0%



Draft Priority Preference Survey report:  
Community Issues 

April 2006 


	Draft

	Priority Preference Survey Report:  Community Issues

	Cover_back.pdf
	Draft Priority Preference Survey report:  Community Issues




<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



