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COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES 
Adequate public facilities and services provide a community with reliable recreational, health, 
safety, and sanitary conditions.  Adequacy of public facilities and services are typically a public 
concern which increases with new development and growth.  The following describes current 
public services and facilities as provided through 2004 annual reports, webpages, and 
respective municipal data.  Map 17: Community Facilities and Utilities for Dover Township and 
Map 17.1: Community Facilities and Utilities for Dover Borough, illustrates the location of these 
facilities and their concentration.  Emergency service data is provided first, followed by public 
education, and parks and playgrounds.   

Emergency Services 
Emergency services provide a valuable service for the safety and welfare of the Dover Area 
community.  The police, fire, and ambulance squads provide life and property saving services 
which are vital to a community’s quality of life.  Police, fire and medical services are identified 
and discussed below. 
 
Police Services 
The Northern York County Regional Police provide policing services to the region.  The police 
facilities are located at 1445 East Canal Road and the local phone number is (717) 292-3647.  
According to the 2004 Annual Report, the Northern York County Regional Police Department 
provides services to eight municipalities including the Townships of Dover, Manchester, 
Paradise, Conewago, Franklin, and Jackson, and the Boroughs of Dover and North York. These 
eight municipalities together encompass 145 square miles or 15.9% of the total landmass for 
York County. In accordance with generally accepted population figures, service is provided to 
about 58,556 citizens, which means that the Northern York County Regional Police Department 
serves more than 1 in 7 York County residents.  

 
In keeping with the dictates of the “Articles of Agreement” municipalities purchase time by using 
a “unit of service” concept. Units are currently measured by a formula of 10 hours equaling one 
unit. Time is monitored in fifteen minute increments on a daily, weekly and annual basis. In 
2004, the Department managed 95,680 hours of service. Dover Township accrued 28,600 hours 
in 2004, and Dover Borough accrued 3,276 hours.  

 
During 2004, the department deployed twenty traditional patrol cars and two special services 
crime scene vehicles. The Department also has five 4-wheel drive units, three Ford Explorers, 
one Jeep Cherokee, and one 4-wheel drive Chevrolet Blazer. Recently, an All-Terrain Vehicle 
(ATV) was donated to the department for use in brush and field investigations that are hard to 
access via other police vehicles.  

 
In 2004 the Department received and serviced 25,292 calls. Figures indicate that 15.78% of 
total calls were criminal in nature, and 84.22% were service in nature. Therefore, the 
Department is experiencing a less than average amount of criminality, and a higher than 
average amount of service activity in their jurisdiction. Dover Township made up 6,812 of the 
total calls to the Department in 2004, and Dover Borough comprised 1,149 of the total calls 
named above. 
 
The department had 1,168 reported crimes in 2004 classified as Part I Offenses, the most 
serious crimes. These include homicide, manslaughter, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, 
burglary, theft, auto theft, and arson. Of these 1,168, Dover Township reported 269, and Dover 
Borough reported 64. 
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Fire Services 
Dover Township Volunteer Fire Department is located at 3700 Davidsburg Road in Dover.  And, 
the Dover Union Fire Department, located at 30 East Canal Road in Dover Borough also 
contributes to fire suppression and emergency responses. These departments provide 
emergency fire rescue services for Dover Township and Dover Borough, as well as helping with 
calls from other local municipalities.  The Dover Union Fire Company will be 100 years old in 
2007.  The staff for the volunteer fire department consists of 7 officers and 78 volunteers.   As 
Table 45: 2005 Responses, illustrates fire and rescue services totaling 434 calls.  Existing 
inventory of vehicles for the volunteer fire department includes two Engines with ladder 
systems, one 18 foot rescue vehicle with specialized equipment for rope, water, confined space 
and other technical rescue needs, one Hummer SUV, otherwise known as the Brush 9, with a 
200 gallon water tank and a 500 gpm waterous single stage pump, one utility truck with four-
wheel drive, and one Fire Police Unit van equipped with all fire police equipment.  Further 
information about the Dover Township Volunteer Fire Department is located one their website: 
www.dtvfd9.com. 
 

Table 45: 2005 Responses 
2005 MONTHLY REPORT 

  October 2005 Total 
Total Calls 45 434 
Dover Township 34 301 
Dover Borough 0 16 
Other Municipalities 11 117 
  
Structure Fire 4 24 
Chimney Fire 0 4 
RIT Assignment 3 18 
Vehicle Fire 2 10 
Miscellaneous Fire 2 28 
Debris Removal 2 24 
Miscellaneous Rescue 1 10 
Vehicle Accident 8 97 
Entrapment Accident 2 12 
Automatic Alarm 5 44 
Medical Assist 0 23 
Transfer/Standby 0 3 
Brush/Wildland 2 24 
Miscellaneous 12 89 
Natural Gas 0 9 
Controlled Burn 2 16 
  

Total Personnel Hours 310 
            

3,453  
  
Property Saved $412,000  $1,096,900  
Property Loss $21,000  $351,832  

Source: Dover Township Volunteer Fire Department 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dtvfd9.com/
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Ambulance Services 
Dover Area Ambulance Club, located at 40 East Canal Road in Dover, serves both Dover 
Borough and Dover Township.  The Dover Area Ambulance Club will be 50 years old in 2008.  
The club has one ambulance in service 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and a second 
ambulance in service Monday thru Saturday 12 hours a day, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. To run this 
equipment, there is a staff of eleven full time and eight part time employees, as well as four 
volunteers.  

 
Equipment includes a 1997 Braun ambulance with 100,000 miles, a 2000 Braun 
with 53,020 miles, and a 2003 Marque Ambulance with 13,456 miles. Payments are still being 
made on the 2003 Marque. 

 
From November 22, 2004 to November 22, 2005 the club handled 1,641 calls, where 1,130 
were to residences, 98 were to extended care facilities, 213 were in response to motor vehicle 
accidents, 52 to public places, 31 to doctor’s offices, and 117 were miscellaneous calls. 

  
The club received $36,508 in grants in 2005 from various sources including the Emergency 
Medical Services Operating Fund (EMSOF), Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency 
(PEMA), and Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  EMSOF grants included a 
$3,432 for a new stair chair and truck equipment, and a EMSOF mini-grant of $5,000 for a 
hydraulic litter.  The PEMA grants included $5,305 for a new bay door and debit reduction on 
the new ambulance.  The FEMA grant included $22,772 for an air cleaning system.  
 
Hospitals 
Residents of the Dover Area can seek medical treatment at either of two nearby hospitals. 
These are York Hospital, located on South George Street in York, and Memorial Hospital, 
located on South Belmont Street in York.  Both of these hospitals provide emergency, 
diagnostic, surgical, and many other medical services. 

Public Education Facilities 
Adequate public educational facilities, services and opportunities are an essential mainstay for 
development of a healthy community and improving the quality of life in an area.  The following 
describes the facilities and services of the Dover Area School District and the Dover Area 
Community Library.  
 
Schools 
There are four elementary schools servicing grades K-4 in the Dover area including Dover 
Elementary School located at 109 East Canal Street Dover Borough; Kralltown Elementary 
School located at 21 Creek Road in Washington Township; Leib Elementary School at 2925 
Oakland Drive in Dover Township, and Weigelstown Elementary School at 3205 Carlisle Road 
in Dover Township.  For grades 5 and 6, students in the Dover Area School District attend North 
Salem Elementary School, located at 5161 North Salem Church Road in Dover Township while 
Dover Area Intermediate School which is located at 4500 Intermediate Avenue in Dover 
Township services grades 7 and 8.  Dover Area High School services all students in the Dover 
area including students from Washington Township for grades 9-12.  The High School is located 
at 46 West Canal Street in Dover.  The website for the Dover Area School District is: 
http://www.dover.k12.pa.us.  Table 46: Dover Area Schools, illustrates the current enrollment 
and capacity by facility.  
 
 
 

http://www.dover.k12.pa.us/
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Table 46: Dover Area Schools 

Dover Area School District  

# School Grades Enrollment Capacity % of Capacity 

1 Dover Area High School  9-12 1,079 1,099 98%
2 Dover Area Intermediate School  7-8 594 780 76%
3 North Salem Elementary School  5-6 552 750 74%
4 Dover Elementary School  K-4 269 475 57%
5 Kralltown Elementary School  K-4 128 175 73%
6 Leib Elementary School  K-4 453 476 95%
7 Weigelstown Elementary School  K-4 462 875 53%

Source: Pennsylvania State Department of Education.  Enrollment figures are for the 2003-2004 academic year.  
Capacity figures were verified with the Dover Area School District. 

 
 
Libraries 
The Dover Area Community Library provides numerous services to the community. It is located 
at 3700 Davidsburg Road in Dover. Not only does this library offer book borrowing, computer, 
and periodical services, it also provides the community with many activities. These activities 
include book related activities such as infants and children’s story times, and cookbook 
discussion groups, but also activities such as basic computer classes, family bingo, and knitting 
groups, as well as painting and calligraphy classes.  

Parks and Recreation 
Semi-formal and formal recreation activities in Dover Borough and Dover Township are 
provided mainly through parks, with limited opportunities for pedestrian, hiking, and boating 
activities.   Within the Dover Area there are six community parks; Lehr Park, Makefield Park, 
Edgewood Park, Dover Area Community Park, Ketterman Park, and Bob Hoffman Brookside 
Park.  There are currently no state parks or state gamelands within Dover’s borders.  The 
Mason-Dixon Trail meanders into the western edge of Dover Township, and portions of Route 
74 (Carlisle Road and Main Street) are designated bike routes.  An unimproved canoe launch to 
the Conewago Creek is available off Kunkel Mill Road.  The following describes each of the 
recreational facilities.      
 
Dover Township Community Building – Dover Township 
The Dover Township Community Building is located at 3700 Davidsburg Road. This building 
houses the Dover Township Fire Company, District Justice Gerald Shoemaker, The Heritage 
Senior Center, Inc., and the Dover Area Community Library. There is a social room available to 
rent for all Township Residents and organizations. It can be split into two rooms as well, if the 
need should arise for two organizations to occupy the room at one time. Rental fees are subject 
to change, but local organizations can rent the hall for half price for fundraisers and banquets. 
Some local organizations who use this facility on a monthly basis include the Shiloh Garden 
Club, the AARP, Dover Youth Baseball, Basketball and Soccer, as well as Tri Town Football 
and the Girl Scouts.  
 
Dover Area Community Park – Dover Township 
Dover Area Community Park is located at 2481 West Canal Road. The land which was to 
eventually become "Dover Area Community Park" was officially leased to the Dover Area 
Recreation Board by the Dover Area School District in 1978.  The park includes 8.26 acres of 
land, a log cabin which will accommodate 30 people, and Includes 4 long tables and 54 metal 
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chairs; a sink, stove and refrigerator. There are also two pavilions available for public use. They 
can be reserved for a small fee by residents or non residents.  
 
The log cabin is a fairly recent addition to the park. During the summer of 1980 J.E. Baker 
Company offered to donate an "old abandoned, clapboard covered log cabin", located on their 
property (at Blackbridge Road), to anyone who was willing to tear the building down and 
relocate it.  Paul Burdette, a history teacher at Dover Area High School saw the potential and 
spearheaded a campaign to remove the cabin and relocate it to Dover Area Community Park.  
In addition to Mr. Burdette's history class and the student carpenters from Vo-Tech, additional 
work was done by Mr. William Snelbecker, a stonemason, and his adult stonemasonry classes.  
These students and Mr. Snelbecker were responsible for most of the stonework at the 
foundation of the log house.  Now that the log cabin it has been relocated, the community not 
only has the log cabin as a showplace but it is also used quite frequently for meetings. 
 
In addition to the cabin and pavilions mentioned in the above paragraph, there is also a gazebo 
available to be reserved, with a donation requested. In the summertime, it is home to the 
Summer Concert in the Park Series, and has also become a popular wedding setting. Play 
equipment is also located in the park. This equipment includes tot swings, a small wooden 
climber, swings, a large wooden climber, and Hill Sliding Boards.  
 
Bob Hoffman Brookside Park – Dover Township 
Brookside Park is located at 4054 Fox Run Road. It is a popular picnic ground located about 1.5 
miles southeast of Dover Borough, and was erected by the York Railways Company just after 
the turn of the century. The Park was constructed on a 32 acre plot of ground, as part of the 
Mayer farm and was originally known as Mayers' Woods. The park, which opened in 1901 was 
in a unique setting, nestled in a grove of trees and quickly became a popular picnic area. One of 
the major attractions of the park in the days gone by was the large German Carousel.  At this 
time, the carousel building remains. The park was named in a contest conducted by the 
Railways Company. There were ten people who submitted the name "Brookside Park" and they 
each shared in the ten dollar prize. 
 
The park was transferred by agreement to Dover Township on October 12, 1981, with the 
supervisors in charge of "care, custody and control".  In 1982, a league-sized softball field was 
installed, all of the buildings were renovated and painted, a bandshell was torn down, new 
bathroom facilities were constructed and water facilities added. The site is situated in a rurally 
developed residential area southeast of the borough of Dover. It is bordered on the North 
Northwest by the village of Brookside and Dover Borough and on the South and West by the 
Weigelstown residential district. 
 
Lehr Park – Dover Township 
Lehr Park is located at 3700 Davidsburg Road, adjacent to the Dover Township Community 
Building. Available facilities in the park include one full size baseball field, one full size soccer 
field, one small sized soccer field for youths ages ten and under, a paved walking trail, and two 
pavilions which can be reserved by township residents. One of these pavilions also includes a 
kitchen area that can be rented for a nominal fee. Also in the park is play equipment for children 
ages 2-12, including swings, tot swings, a sandbox, spring animals and other miscellaneous 
play equipment. 
 
Mayfield Park- Dover Township 
Mayfield Park is also known to Township residents as Fenstermacher Field and Tri-Town. 
Included in this facility are a football field, a baseball field, a basketball court, and swings for 
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both older children and younger children. The field is home to the Tri-Town Tornados for football 
and cheerleading. It is also used in the summer by Dover Youth Baseball. 
 
Edgewood Park – Dover Township 
Edgewood Park is a facility containing a softball field, a soccer field and a climber for young 
children.   
 
Ketterman Park – Dover Borough 
Included in the plans for this recently created approximately 11 acre park located along Butter 
Road are an adult softball / youth baseball filed, two additional youth baseball fields, a youth 
basketball court, an approximately 5/8th mile walking trail which surrounds the park, a handicap 
access surface parking lot with approximately 20 spaces, horseshoe pits, a pavilion, a play area 
with a play structure, and a historic blacksmith shop structure that can be used for educational 
purposes.       
 
Pedestrian Trails and Bikeways – Dover Borough and Dover Township 
Agencies available for pedestrian and bikeway development consultation include York County 
Rail Trail Authority, York County Department of Parks and Recreation, York County Planning 
Commission, and Dover Borough and Dover Township administrations.  The following describe 
existing facilities and opportunities for pedestrian and bicycling activities. 
 
York County Heritage Rail Trail County Park 
According to the York County Department of Parks and Recreation, the Heritage Rail Trail 
County Park was established in 1992 and covers 176 acres along 21 miles long.  The facility 
runs north from the Mason Dixon line just south of the Borough of New Freedom through Glen 
Rock, Hanover Junction, and Seven Valleys to the Colonial Courthouse in the City of York. The 
trail connects to Maryland's 20-mile long Northern Central Railroad Trail. In addition to the 
Colonial Courthouse, three historic structures are located on the trail; Hanover Junction and 
New Freedom Train Stations and Howard Tunnel.  The facility supports pedestrian as well as 
bicycling activities.  The facility though not located in Dover Township or Dover Borough, is 
available to all County residents for recreational purposes.   
 
Mason-Dixon Trail 
The Mason-Dixon Trail is 190 mile hiking trail that meanders through three 
states including Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Delaware.  In this region, the trail 
begins at Whiskey Springs, on the Appalachian Trail, in Cumberland County 
and heads east towards the Susquehanna River, passing through Gifford 
Pinchot State Park, and runs along the west side of the Bull Road between 
Conewago Creek and Andersontown Road, the trail then heads south through 
Peach Bottom Township to the Maryland line.  The trail continues along the west bank of the 
Susquehanna River south to Havre de Grace in Maryland, then continues east, passing  
through Elk Neck State Forest, on to Iron Hill Park in Delaware, north along the Christina River 
and White Clay Creek to the White Clay Creek Preserve. The Mason-Dixon Trail then heads 
northeast to its eastern terminus at Chadds Ford, Pennsylvania on the banks of the Brandywine 
River.  The trail alignment is a “right-of-access” for individuals to hike through York County; 
right-of-way has not actually been acquired for trail alignment.  Tree blazes and markings are 
provided along the trail wherever possible to direct hikers.  A website is available for specific 
information at http://www.masondixontrail.org 
    
Dover Trolley Line Project 
A trail has been proposed for Dover including the Dover Trolley Line Project.  The Dover Branch 
of the YMCA first proposed the rail trail in the early 1990's. It would be built along the right-of-

http://www.masondixontrail.org/
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way of the old trolley line that once connected Dover Borough with York City. Current plans call 
for the construction of a 1.5 mile trail along a section of the right-of-way in Dover Township. This 
section of the right-of-way is 30 feet wide and runs through undeveloped farmland between Fox 
Chase Estates and Pine View Manor developments. The 8-foot wide trail would be used 
primarily by local area residents for hiking, cycling, and other forms of non-motorized 
transportation. The YMCA of York and York County acquired $64,900 in grant money in 1994 
for the Dover Trolley Line project. A preliminary construction bid package has been prepared. It 
has been reviewed and will be sent to Dover Township for revisions. Approximately 1,600 feet 
of the right-of-way will be cleared while sewer lines are being installed behind Fox Chase 
Estates. Property easements for approximately half the length of the trail have been signed and 
recorded.  (Source: http://www.yorkcountytrails.org/dover.html) 
 
Bike Routes 
In 1997, the York County Planning Commission staff commissioned a consultant to conduct a 
comprehensive bikeway study for York County. The consultant identified a number of existing 
and potential routes that could serve as recreational or commuter routes, or both. In this study, 
Carlisle Road (Mains Street) from the square in Dover Borough south to West Manchester is 
identified as an existing commuter bicycle route. Moreover, Carlisle Road (Mains Street) from 
the Borough square north to Warrington Township is identified as both an existing commuter 
and recreational bicycle route. 

Municipal Services  
In addition to governmental tasks, municipalities provide additional services that add to the 
overall quality of life in the Dover Area.  The following describe services available to residents of 
the Borough and Township. 
 
Recycling   
In Dover Borough, recycling is collected on a weekly basis. Materials collected include 
aluminum, steel, bi-metal and aerosol cans, clear and colored glass, newsprint and plastics with 
the numbers 1 or 2 printed on the container. This is a voluntary program for Borough residents.  

 
In Dover Township recycling is collected on a weekly basis. Materials collected include 
aluminum cans, clear and colored glass, newsprint, steel/bi-metal cans, and plastic. This is a 
mandatory program for all Township residents. 

 
Garbage Pickup 
Residents in Dover Borough have contracted with Penn Waste to have their trash pickup on 
Mondays year round. Also, from June 1st  to September 30th there is a second pickup on 
Thursdays. Residents are also permitted one bulk item collection per week. 
 
Residents in Dover Township have contracted with Waste Management for a 2 container/bag 
limit or 4 container/bag limit. Garbage is picked up once weekly. Dover Township has 
contracted with Waste Management and will pick up 1 large item per week.  If residents have a 
large item such as a refrigerator, air conditioner, freezer or any item that contains Freon they 
must call Waste Management and tell them so that special arrangements may be made for pick 
up. 

 
Leaf Collection 
Leaf collection for Dover Township runs from November 1st to December 6th in the fall. The 
township has new vacuum leaf collection machines which allow three rounds of collection. All 
leaves must be at the curbside in order to be collected, although hoses on the new machines 

http://www.yorkcountytrails.org/dover.html
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reach up to six feet beyond the curb.  Brush collection for the fall begins September 5th and will 
continue until October 14th. Residents are urged to keep lengths of these materials to six feet or 
less and branches less than six inched in diameter. Larger materials have to be brought to the 
township drop off area on Municipal Road at the Salt Dome located behind the Township 
Building, 2480 West Canal Road.  Dover Borough does not provide leaf collection services.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




